
 

Memorandum 

 
To:  Jesse Stewart, Deputy Director of Public Utilities 
From:  Tony Gliot, Urban Forestry Division Director 
Date:     October 11, 2019 
  
Re: 4th Avenue Well Site Project- Tree Assessment  

    

 

 
Background: 
 
Since fall of 2018, the Urban Forestry Division has collaborated with the Department of Public Utilities in 
the interests of maximizing tree preservation and protection during the 4th Avenue Well Site Project. 
 
Over the course of the project’s development, it has become clear that some mature trees (located in 
close proximity to well) would be incompatible with the necessary water utility improvements.  
Recognizing that tree removal must be minimized, the Department of Public Utilities has sought regular 
consultation and guidance from the Urban Forestry Division regarding existing tree health, viable tree 
protection measures, and factors influencing tree preservation potential at this site. 
 
With a shared priority to minimize tree removal and maximize the effectiveness of tree protection 
strategies (that could be implemented during the project), the Urban Forestry Division has completed a 
condition assessment of all trees in the vicinity of the 4th Avenue Well Site Project. 
 
In addition to assessing the condition and potential project implications for all trees on the City Creek 
landscape island, the Urban Forestry Division also utilized an air-spade to carefully excavate soil from 
certain locations around the largest London Planetree (near the project site).  The air-spade (which uses 
compressed air to blow away soil and rock) allowed city arborists to evaluate the tree’s root system 
without cutting or damaging any roots.  With portions of the tree’s root system temporarily exposed, 
the arborists were able to more accurately determine if the tree’s structural integrity would be 
compromised as a result of the Public Utility work. 
 
 
Tree Condition Observations: 

TREE SPECIES SIZE (d.b.h.) CONDITION  OBSERVATIONS 

Sugar Maple  20”  Fair, visible dieback  Incompatible with site improvements, will be removed 

London Planetree 30”  Good   Incompatible with site improvements, will be removed 

London Planetree 39”  Good, largest tree on site Preservation possible with adequate protection measures 

Water Birch 8”  Good   Likely will need to be removed 

Paper Birch 10”  Good   Preservation dependent on excavation 
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Paper Birch 36”  Good (multi-stem)  Preserved, should not be impacted by site work 

London Planetree 37”  Good   Preserved, far from area of disturbance 

 

All other trees (on this island) are located east of the creek, and therefore will not be impacted by this 

work.  However, the southeastern most tree (a 16” Sycamore Maple) is mostly dead and will be 

removed by the Urban Forestry Division.  It is important to note that the removal of this declining tree is 

in no way associated with the Public Utilities work. 

 

Conclusion:  

The removal of three trees (1 large, 1 medium, and 1 small) will be unavoidable, given the scale of work 
that needs to be done at this site.  It is possible that an additional tree (a smallish birch tree) may also 
need to be removed, depending on linear excavation that may be necessary.   
 
Fortunately, root system diagnostics of the largest tree on site (a 39” London Planetree) indicate that 
successful preservation of this tree feasible.  Provided that appropriate tree protection measures are 
implemented and followed for the entire duration work on the site, there is a high likelihood that this 
mature tree will live for many more years.   
 
Preserving trees (in close proximity to a project of this scope) makes the work more difficult and costly.  
Therefore, it is commendable that Salt Lake City’s Public Utilities Department has demonstrated a 
genuine willingness to save trees at this site. 
 
The Urban Forestry Division will continue to work closely with the Public Utilities Department to ensure 
that all preserved trees are adequately protected during the construction process.  When the project is 
complete, city arborists will work to bolster the planting of a new generation of trees in this area. 
 


